St. Martin’s Episcopal Church
A Beacon of Christ’s Love, Spirit Fed, Serving Others

Ascension of the Christ, 1958, by Salvador Dali

The Seventh Sunday of Easter
Ascension Sunday
The Holy Eucharist – Rite II
May 17, 2020 –10:30 a.m.

Welcome! We are glad you are worshiping here today. We encourage all to settle in to a spirit of prayer before the
service begins. Thank you.

Thank you for worshiping with us.

All music reprinted by permission of One License.net, License A-714624

Prelude
Opening Hymn 214

Praise to the Lord
Joy Floyd, English Horn
Hail the day that sees him rise
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Llanfair

Opening Acclamation
Priest
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Collect for Purity
The Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 355
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our
Lord.
People
Amen.
Glory to God

Gloria in excelsis
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give
you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God;
You take away the sin of the world have mercy on us;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of
God the Father. Amen.
The Collect of the Day
The Priest says to the people

The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Priest
Let us pray.
Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above all
heavens that he might fill all things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive that,
according to his promise, he abides with his Church on earth, even to the end of the
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ages; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting.
People
Amen.

Children’s message

The Lessons

Mother Leslie

The People sit.

The First Lesson
Acts 1:1-11
Reader
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from
the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After
his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.
While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait
there for the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard
from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days from now."
So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to know
the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took
him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, "Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go
into heaven."

Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 47

BCP, 650

1 Clap your hands, all you peoples; *
shout to God with a cry of joy.
2 For the LORD Most High is to be feared; *
he is the great King over all the earth.
3 He subdues the peoples under us, *
and the nations under our feet.
4 He chooses our inheritance for us, *
the pride of Jacob whom he loves.
5 God has gone up with a shout, *
the LORD with the sound of the ram's-horn.
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; *
sing praises to our King, sing praises.
7 For God is King of all the earth; *
sing praises with all your skill.
8 God reigns over the nations; *
God sits upon his holy throne.
9 The nobles of the peoples have gathered together *
with the people of the God of Abraham.
10 The rulers of the earth belong to God, *
and he is highly exalted.

The Second Lesson
Reader
A Reading from the Book of Ephesians.

Ephesians 1:15-23

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and
for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my
prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the
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eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called
you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the
immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of
his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has
made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of
him who fills all in all.
Reader
People
All stand.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn

You Are Mine
Words & music by David Haas; arranged by Mark Hayes
Sung by Nedra Conrad, Chris Marsh, Denise Marsh; and Joy Floyd, flute

I will come to you in the silence, I will lift you from all your fear.
You will hear my voice, I claim you as my choice, be still and know I am here.
I am hope for all who are hopeless, I am eyes for all who long to see.
In the shadows of the night, I will be your light, come and rest in me.
Do not be afraid, I am with you. I have called you each by name.
Come and follow me, I will bring you home; I love you and you are mine.
I am strength for all the despairing, healing for the ones who dwell in shame.
All the blind will see, the lame will all run free, and all will know my name.
I am the Word that leads all to freedom, I am the peace the world cannot give.
I will call your name, embracing all your pain, stand up, now walk, and live!
Do not be afraid, I am with you. I have called you each by name.
Come and follow me, I will bring you home; I love you and you are mine.
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Please remain standing.

The Holy Gospel
Luke 24:44-53
Priest
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said to his disciples, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was
still with you-- that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to
understand the scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am
sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you
have been clothed with power from on high."
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed
them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up
into heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy;
and they were continually in the temple blessing God.
Priest
People

The Gospel of the Lord .
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon

The Rev. Leslie Barnes Scoopmire

The Nicene Creed
All standing, the people join in saying

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
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begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Please kneel or stand as you are able.

Prayers of the People for the Easter Season
Celebrant

Jesus Christ is risen today, our triumphant holy day. Alleluia! So let us pray to our
Lord, saying, to you we offer praise eternal; Alleluia! Alleluia!
Reader

Heavenly King, for us you endured the cross and the grave. When we were yet
sinners, you redeemed and saved us. May we sing your eternal praises everywhere we
go. We especially pray for Michael our Presiding Bishop, Wayne our Bishop, Deon
our Bishop-Elect, Leslie our priest, and Sally our priest associate. In our Missouri
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Diocese we pray for the people and ministry of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church,
Portland, and their interim priest. We also pray for Episcopal City Mission and St.
Louis County Juvenile Detention Center, where there has been an outbreak of
COVID-19 among the children and chaplains. In our companion Diocese of Lui, we
pray for Fraser Cathedral, Lui, and Francis, their Dean. To you we offer praise
eternal. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Reader

Incarnate Love, where hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, call forth new life by
your touch. We especially pray for Nina Barnes, Jeroen de Jong, Carey Lane, Diana
Hauser, Joan Voit, Mary Mathai, Karen Nesbit, and Jim Duncan. Bring forth life in
the barren places of this world. To you we offer praise eternal. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Reader

Author of Life, you are the ruler of creation. All things created on earth sing to your
glory. From the death of the winter, raise the fair beauty of earth. To you we offer
praise eternal. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Reader

Living Savior, you hold the future. You bless and restore our families, our
communities, our world with babies and children. Though they face uncertain days,
we trust them to the certainty of your endless and eternal love. To you we offer
praise eternal. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Reader

Jesus the health of the world, pour out your balm on our souls and the souls of all in
pain or sorrow. We especially pray for the departed: Polly Coxe, sister of Howard
Park, and John Ingram, Cindy Ingram’s father. Be the source of life for all people.
To you we offer praise eternal. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Reader

Purify us, O Lord, from all evil that we may rightly see you in the eternal light of your
resurrection. By your victory, bring us from death to life eternal. To you we offer
praise eternal. Alleluia! Alleluia!
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The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, who destroyed death and brought life and
immortality to light. Hear our prayers which we offer in the hope of eternal glory, and
grant that we who have received new life in baptism may live for ever in the joy of
the resurrection. Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and always and unto
the ages of ages.
Amen.
Confession of Sin
Priest
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor .
Priest and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Absolution
Priest

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life.
People
Amen.
The Peace
Priest
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And also with you.
The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Welcome and Announcements
Invitation for Birthday & Anniversary Blessings
10

Prayer for Spiritual Communion
Priest and People:

In union, O Lord, with the faithful of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is
now being celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We
present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest wish that we may always
be united to you. And since we cannot now receive you sacramentally, we
beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves with you
and embrace you with all the love of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you
from us. May we live in you, and may you live in us, both in this life and in the
life to come. Amen.
The Priest says:

Let us pray.
Priest and people

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow
love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there
is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be
consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to
love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are
pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
Easter Blessing
Do not be afraid, but rejoice that we are called to live a resurrection-shaped life. May
we roll back the stones of our hearts to invite our risen Savior to greet us as friends,
calling us by name, and to live within us always.
And the blessing of the Holy Trinity: Creating, Redeeming, Sanctifying One
empower you this day and beyond to proclaim the gospel of love implanted within
our hearts by God’s grace.
Amen.
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Ending Hymn 603

When Christ was lifted from the earth
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St. Botolph

The Dismissal
Priest
Alleluia, alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah

setting by Mark Kellner

Liturgical Participants
Priests

The Rev. Leslie Barnes Scoopmire

Music Director

Denise Marsh

Musicians

Denise Marsh
Joy Floyd, English Horn & Flute
Nedra Conrad
Chris Marsh

Readers

Loretta Go
Bill Scoopmire
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The Rt. Reverend George Wayne Smith, Bishop of Missouri
The Rev. Leslie Barnes Scoopmire, Priest-in-charge, lscoopmire@stmartinschurch.org
The Rev. Sally Weaver, Priest Associate, SallySWeaver@yahoo.com
Janet Theiss, Parish Administrator, jtheiss@stmartinschurch.org
Denise Marsh, Music Director, dmarsh@stmartinschurch.org
Wendy Sain, Assistant to the Clergy, wsain@stmartinschurch.org
Kirt Beckman, Sunday Sexton
The Vestry
Page Andersen, Senior Warden (2021)
Laura Limbaugh (2022)
Ray Harbert, Clerk (2022)
John Lange (2021)
Terrence Bostic (2022)
Chiazor Jane-Frances Omeni (2022) Gina
Slobodzian (2023)
Austin Riddle (2023)
Loretta Go (2021)
Convention Delegates
Kay Fletcher (2021)
John Alden (2023)

Anne Fischer (2023)
Loretta Go, Alternate (2023)

*Date in parentheses is the end of the term of service in January of the year noted.
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